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CONPIDENTIAL JAKARTA 15901 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, ID, US 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AGREMENT POR NEW INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR 
REF: STATE 283100 

EMBASSY HAS NO BIOGRAPHIC INPORMATION REGARDING GENERAL ASHARI 
NOT ALREADY AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON. ALTHOUGH HIS PRESENT 
POSITON MAKES HIM THE SECOND RANKING MEMBER IN THE DEPART- 
MENT OP FOREIGN AFPAIRS, WE HAVE HAD VERY LITTLE TO DO WITH 
ASHARI EXCEPT ON A PURELY SOCIAL BASIS. DURING RECEPTIONS 
OR OTHER OCCASIONAL MEETINGS, HE AND HIS WIPE HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN VERY AGREEABLE AND PRIENDLY TO MISSION PERSONNEL. 

THEY BOTY SPEAK EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND OBVIOUSLY ENJOYED 
THEIR EARLIER STAY IN WASHINGTON WHEN HE WAS MILITARY 
ATTACHE. WHETHER HE WILL BE AS EPFECTIVE AN INDONESIAN 
AMBASSADOR AS HIS PREDECESSOR IS HARD TO TELL, BUT WE 
BELIEVE THAT HE MAY WELL REQUIRE SOME ENCOURAGEMENT TO 
BE AS ACTIVE. WE CERTAINLY CAN SEE NO OBJECTION TO HIS 
APPOINTMENT AND ASSUME THAT HIS ASSIGNMENT TO WASHINGTON 
IS A MARK OP PRESIDENT SUHARTO'S PAVOR AS WELL AS RE- 
SPECT POR HIS ABILITY. 
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